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PIIRPOSE: To establish consistent and professional handling of victims and wimesses of crime and/or
rraumatic events.

POLICY; lt is the policy of this Department to enhance the treatment of victims and wimesses of crime
and noncdminal crisis situations by providing the assistance and sewices necessary to speed their physical
and emotional recorery, and to support and aid them as they continue to interact with the criminal justice
slstem. The Department's treannent of victims and wimesses affecs both their immediate and long.term
ability to cope with the crime and can determine their willingness to assist in prosecution.
PROCEDURES:

I.

ADMINISTRANON
olficers of the Jacksonville Police Depaftment are expected to value all victims and wimesses in
order to mainhin their personal integrity, to work toward a successful prosecution of the
suspect, and to maintain the Department's level of professionalism. officers shall understand
the Arkansas crime victim Rights hw of 1998 affords specific rights for certain victims that
are detailed in ACA s169ol10l et. seq. A victim is afforded these righs protected in law if
the vicrim meets rhe following criteria,
1. A'Victim' in these statutes means a victim of a sex offense or an offense against a victim
who is a minor and a victim of any violent crime, but does not include a person who is
accountable for the crime or a crime arising from the same conduct, criminal episode, or
plan and does not include a govemmental entity; and
2. "Violent crime' is defined as any felony which resulted in physical injury to the victim, and
any felony involving the use of a deadly weapon, terroristic threatening in the first degree,

AC.A

II.

S5-13-301(a), and stalking, as deffned in

AC.A

S5-? I-229.

LAURA'S CARD

A

ln compliance with AC.A s16901107 et seq., as amended by ACT 8?3 of 2015, officers will

provide to the vicrim of domestic violence or, if appropriate, memben of the victim's family a
"Laura's card," which will provide information on victims'rights, resources, protections, and

B.

c.

arailable assistance.
wil be presented to the victim in a manner that the suspect/offender is not made
aware of the victim's acceptance or possession of the card.
The officer will complete the card with his narne, ID number, incident number, and any other

The card

relelant information.

Bc,{ /hk*
Bren C. Hibbs
Chief of Police
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